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task will find his toil materially lightened by the work which was carried 

so far by Dr. Owen, and brought to completion by Mrs. Owen and her 

colaborers. T ^ „ 

L. B. Shippee 

The plains and the Rockies.. A bibliography of original narratives of 
travel and adventure, 1800-1865. By Henry E. "Wagner. (San 
Francisco: John Howell, 1921. 193 p.) 

In 1920 this book first appeared but, because of a number of errors 
which crept in through "an unfortunate misunderstanding," the sale 
was stopped after some copies had been put into circulation. The author 
brought out another edition with corrections and additions the fol- 
lowing year. The book, according to the statement of the preface, 
is "designed principally for the use of collectors." Nevertheless the 
student of western history, who, perforce, is most often not a collector 
in the accepted sense of the term, will welcome its appearance. 

The material is arranged chronologically, starting with Alexander 
Mackenzie's Voyages from Montreal and concluding with Wright's Chw- 
ington's massacre of the Cheyenne Indians, printed at Denver in 1864 or 
1865. Government publications and commercially issued works, as well as 
privately printed accounts, are noted in the list. Each item consists of the 
title of the work under consideration, together with a statement of such 
maps, charts, etc., as are to be found therein, and, in most instances, 
a note which gives an indication of its scope. Eeprints and later edi- 
tions are also noted with the details which would be desired by the col- 
lector. 

Since this is a handbook for the collector and not for the historian, 
there are omissions which the latter regrets, for no matter what may 
have been the time when a narrative was written, the date of its publi- 
cation determines whether it is to be included or excluded. For example, 
Lapenteur's Forty years a fur trader on the upper Missouri finds no 
place because it was printed some dozen years ago, although the tale 
has to do with the period comprised within the limits set by the compiler. 
Nevertheless, The plains and the Rockies should form a valuable addition 
to the bibliographical material available to the historian and will be an 
ever-present aid to those who devote attention to the ante-bellum story 
of the region west of the Mississippi. 

The Wilderness road to Kentucky. Its location and features. By William 
Allen Pusey, A. M., M. D. (New York: George H. Doran company, 
1921. 131 p.) 
Dr. Pusey says in his preface, "I became interested in the location of 

the Wilderness Road through ownership of William Brown's journal of 
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the road. ... To my surprise I found that in the accessible liter- 
ature only the most meagre details concerning its location are available. ' ' 
Accordingly Dr. Pusey during the years 1919, 1920, and 1921 made 
trips over various portions of the route with the idea of locating exactly 
the nearly two hundred miles of trail from the block house in Virginia, 
some five miles from Kingsport, Kentucky, to its. western terminus at 
Harrodsburg. As a guide in his work the author made use of all known 
accounts which threw any light upon the problem. The result is 
probably as accurate a description of the precise route as may be hoped 
to be obtained. 

The text is interestingly written, and the reader is carried back to the 
days when this trail was the path over which thousands of people jour- 
neyed into central Kentucky. Profusely illustrated and equipped with 
maps which trace the road step by step, this little work brings the ma- 
terial together in a usable and attractive manner. The volume itself is 
an edition de luxe which it is a pleasure to handle. 

The geography of the Ozark highland of Missouri. By Carl 0. Sauer. 
[The Geographic society of Chicago, bulletin number 7] (Chicago: 
The University of Chicago press, 1920. 245 p. $3.00) 
The Ozark highland, or the "Ozarks" as it is locally known, lies in 
five states: Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Illinois. The 
greater part of this region is in southern Missouri, and except for the 
southeastern lowlands and a triangular area in the Osage plain on the 
west, it covers all of Missouri south of the Missouri river. The entire 
region forms a rude parallelogram with its long axis running northeast 
and southwest. It is a few hundred miles southeast of the center of the 
United States, and together with the Ouachita mountains forms the 
only extensive tract of elevated land between the Appalachian and the 
Rocky mountains. Moreover, if the portion in Illinois is disregarded, 
it is somewhat insular in its position, being bordered roughly by navi- 
gable rivers, the Mississippi on the east, the Missouri on the north, the 
Arkansas on the south and the Neosho and the Osage on the west, and 
being girt likewise with the great lines of land travel, the most historic 
route to the far west running along its northern border, the route from 
St. Louis to New Orleans along its eastern border, and the one from 
Kansas City to the south along its western border. Structurally the 
Ozarks are a broad, asymmetrical dome, truncated by erosion. That 
part which lies in Missouri falls into seven geographical provinces, 
namely the Mississippi river border on the east, the Missouri river 
border on the north, the Springfield plain on the southwest, the central 
plateau in the center, and between the latter and the border regions the 



